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OOvveerr vvii eeww  

The Virtual Access Suite (VAS) from the Provision Networks Division of Quest Software is an enterprise 

virtual desktop and application delivery solution for Virtual Desktops, Microsoft Windows Terminal 

Servers, Blade PCs, and Physical PCs.   

This whitepaper will focus on creating a Virtual Desktop Infrastructure (VDI) template in a VMware ESX 

and Virtual Center environment.  We will also use the nLite utility to reduce the disk size requirement of 

the Windows XP template.  This whitepaper will cover the following: 

 Software Preparation. 

 nLite Installation. 

 Create Windows XP ISO using nLite. 

 Build Windows XP Template. 

 Customize Windows XP Template for VDI. 

 

SSooffttwwaarr ee  

Prior to starting the template creation process in this document, make sure the following software has 
been downloaded and placed on your local Windows XP computer. 

Microsoft Windows  

 Microsoft Windows XP CD or ISO file.  Copy the contents of the 
Windows XP CD or the contents in the ISO file into the 
ά/Υ\Template\²ƛƴ·tέ ŦƻƭŘŜǊΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ ·t ŦƻƭŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ 
be customized by nLite. 

 Download the latest Windows XP service pack that will be integrated into the nLite 
ŎǳǎǘƻƳƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά/Υ\Template\WinXP-{ŜǊǾƛŎŜtŀŎƪέ ŦƻƭŘŜǊΦ 

 Download any additional hotfixes or patches that will be integrated into the nLite customization 
ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά/Υ\Template\WinXP-IƻǘŦƛȄŜǎέ ŦƻƭŘŜǊΦ  

 Download any drivers that will be integrated into the nLite customization and place it into the 
ά/Υ\Template\WinXP-5ǊƛǾŜǊǎέ ŦƻƭŘŜǊΦ 

 Download and install .NET Framework 2.0. 

nLite  

 5ƻǿƴƭƻŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƴ[ƛǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ άƘǘǘǇΥκκǿǿǿΦƴƭƛǘŜƻǎΦŎƻƳκέ 
ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά/Υ\Template\ƴ[ƛǘŜέ ŦƻƭŘŜǊΦ  

http://www.microsoft.com/windowsxp
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nnLLii ttee  IInnsstt aall ll aatt ii oonn  

nLite is a tool for permanent Windows components removal and pre-installation Windows 
configuration.  On your local Windows XP computer, complete the following steps to install nLite. 

Note:  CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ƴ[ƛǘŜΣ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴ[ƛǘŜ ǿŜō ǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ άƘǘǘǇΥκκǿǿǿΦƴƭƛǘŜƻǎΦŎƻƳέΦ 

 

 

 Execute the nLite installer program from the 

ά/Υ\ Template\ƴ[ƛǘŜέ folder. 

 On the Select Setup Language screen select 

English and then press OK. 

 On the nLite Welcome screen press Next. 

 

 

 On the License Agreement screen select άL 
ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘέ and then press Next. 
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 On the Select Destination Location screen 

take the default setting of ά/Υ\ Program 

Files\ƴ[ƛǘŜέ and press Next. 

 

 

 On the Select Components screen take the 
default setting of άCǳƭƭ Lƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴέ and press 
Next. 

 On the Select Additional Tasks screen select 
ά/ǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ŘŜǎƪǘƻǇ ƛŎƻƴέ and then press Next. 
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 On the Completing the nLite Setup Wizard 
screen press Finish. 
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IISSOO  ccrr eeaatt ii oonn  uussii nngg  nnLLii ttee  

Launch the nLite utility to begin the customization of the ISO that will be used to build the Windows XP 

template. 

 

 On the nLite welcome screen press Next. 

 On the Locating the Windows Installation 
screen, select the ά/Υ\ Template\²ƛƴ·tέ 
folder and then press Next. 
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 On the Presets screen press Next. 

 On the Task Selection screen choose the 
options that you would like nLite to perform 
while building the ISO and then press Next. 

 
Note: In this example, all of the options are 

selected. 

 

 

 On the Service Pack screen press Select 
button. 


